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NEWS RELEASE

*To be released*

50,000 CHILDREN TUNING INTO ORCHESTRAS’ CHRISTMAS
UK Orchestras On the Road to Play to ‘Every School Child’ from Omagh and Anglesey to Brighton and Inverness 
Around 50,000 of young listeners are flocking to hear live orchestral performances this Christmas season amidst a bumper year for ticket sales - many for the first time - as British orchestras pledge to reach ‘every school child’ in the future. 

As of the [18th December], estimates of ticket sales and sold-out concerts continue to rise sharply for the holiday season, with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic (RLP) already claiming four sold-out family concerts this month.  Many others are expected to follow suit.   

Mark Pemberton, Director of the Association of British Orchestras (ABO) said: 

“It is difficult to estimate the total number of British youngsters who will experience live orchestral music this Christmas - 50,000 barely scratches the surface. This figure is simply an early estimate from a small sample of the 65 orchestras we work with. 

2009 promises to be one of the UK’s most ambitious years for community music making, with British orchestras aiming to make inroads on their ambition to reach every school child in the country.”

UK orchestras continue to perform far beyond the confines of the concert hall, playing to hard-to-reach groups in care homes, hospitals, playgroups, schools and homeless refuges throughout the country. 
Amongst others, some of the highlights over the packed December programme include a number of visits to Great Ormond Street Hospital by the City of London Sinfonia, and the Southbank Sinfonia will be performing at a special festive concert for the children’s charity Variety Club. 

Mark Pemberton continued: “Over the past fifteen to twenty years, there has been a huge growth in the education and community work undertaken by all our professional orchestras and opera companies, delivered through school concerts, family days, 'have-a-go' sessions and a plethora of other music-making projects.
Our new year’s resolution for 2009 will be to continue this trend, and take another step forward in our mission to help every child in the country experience the power of live orchestral music.”   
Ends 

Notes to editors: 

· The ABO exists to support, promote and advance the interests and activities of professional orchestras in the UK.

· ABO orchestras are working to deliver on an ambition to perform live for every child during their time at school.
· The ABO works alongside 65 different orchestras, including:

· symphony orchestras 
· BBC orchestras 

· chamber orchestras 
· opera and ballet companies with their own orchestras 
· 
· 
· 
· The 2009 ABO Conference (25th to 27th February) is on the theme of sustainability and takes place in Cardiff's Wales Millennium Centre (home to the Welsh National Opera). 
· The estimate of 50,000 orchestral tickets sold to children is a provisional estimate based on figures from 10 of the ABO orchestras, including concerts that have already taken place, and projections from future performances. 

For further information please contact Nick Osborn on 0151 709 0505 or nick@dhacommunications.co.uk 
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